XVI.

WAITING ORDERS.

THE date of General MItehePs arrival marked the
beginning of a series of disasters to the government
troops, which did not end for a year. The President
had assumed to act upon Ms prerogative as com-
mander-in-chief of the army and navy of the United
States in March previous, and had really controlled
the movements of the armies of Virginia. The army
of the Shenaiidoah Valley, under Banks, had been
driven back by Stonewall Jackson, who had then
formed a junction with Lee, and together they had
driven McClellan from before Richmond to Harri-
son's Landing.

There seems to have been three different objects
which Mr. Lincoln regarded of paramount impor-
tance. First, the capture of Richmond ; second, the
occupation of East Tennessee; third, the opening of
the Mississippi River. When Mitchel arrived at
Washington he found that his despatch from Hunts-
ville, asking to be relieved from duty there, was not
the prime mover of his going. Mr, Lincoln had
given up trying to use him in the advance upon East
Tennessee (which he u regarded second in impor-
tance only to the operations against Richmond"),
and had resolved to place him in a field entirely
new. The President had planned an expedition
down the Mississippi River. He had selected the Memphis and Charleston Railroad;
